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Divine protection through extraordinary dan- 
gers; experienced by Jacob and Elizabeth 
Goff and their family, during the Irish Re- 
bellion in 1798. By D. W. Gorr. 


The following narrative displays the remarka- 
ble preservation experienced by a family in Ire- 
land, who, relying on the gracious protecting 
care of the Almighty for deliverance from lawless 
men, refused either to resort to arms in their own 
defence, or to quit the perilous post of duty. 

The Christian disposition of meekness and for- 
bearance, strengthened by a holy courage and 
firmness, proved in this instance, as in many 
others, the means, under the divine blessing, of 
safety amid circumstances of extraordinary trial. 
On the other hand, the declaration of our Lord 
and Saviour is often fulfilled, that they who take 
the sword shall perish by it. The wrathful and 
violent, whether individuals or nations, frequent- 
ly bring destruction on themselves, while the 
gentle and inoffensive ate preserved unhurt. 

Dinah W. Goff, having occasionally related to 
her young friends some of the striking incidents, 
of which she was a witness during the Rebel- 
lion in Ireland, has often been requested to com- 
mit the account to paper, that it might not be 

tten. Asthe result of her kind compliance 
with this request, the following pages are offered 
to her friends and the public. 

Such as desire to obtain further information, 
on the deep sufferings and memorable deliver- 
ances of Friends more generally at that distress- 
ing period, will find them related in a small 
interesting volume, published in 1825, and en- 
titled “The Principles of Peace Exemplified in 
the conduct of the Society of Friends in Ire- 
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land, during the Rebellion of the year 1798. By 
Thomas Hancock, M. D.” J.A. 


It has often occurred to me that I ought to 
leave some little memorial, of the preservation 
extended by our Heavenly Father to my beloved 
parents and the family, as well as of the remarkable 
faith and patience with which they were favored, 
under circumstances of a very peculiar and dis- 
tressing character. 

It was about the middle of the Fifth month, 


-| 1798, that the county of Wexford, in Ireland, 


became a scene of open rebellion, headed by 
B H , a Protestant gentleman, and two 
Roman Catholic priests, John Murphy and Philip 
Roche.* The aims of the insurgents were vari- 
ous; some were more cruelly disposed than 
others; all determined to liberate themselves by 
force of arms from the unequal yoke, as they 
believed it, of the British Government, and to 
become a free people; some to bring all Ireland 
to Catholicism, Xe. 

About ten days before the rebellion broke 
out, a Roman Catholic gentleman, who resided 
near, called on my father, and desired to speak 
tohimin private. Hetheninformed him thatthe 
county would, in the course of a few days, be in a 
state of general insurrection. My father replied 
that he could not credit it, for that he had fre- 
quently heard such rumors. The gentleman as- 
sured him that he knew certainly it would be so, 
and that he had procured a vessel, now lying at 
Duncannon, to convey himself and family to 
Wales, and that, as a friend, he gladly offered 
accommodation to our household. My father 
thanked him for this act of friendship, but said 
that it felt to him a matter of great importance 
to remove from the position allotted him by Prov- 
idence, yet that he would consider of it, and 
consult his wife. After having endeavored to 
seek best wisdom, my dear parents concluded 
that it was right for them to remain at home, 
placing their dependence and confidence in Him 








*Murphy was a chief instigator to cruelty and 
murder; he pretended to catch the flying bullets of 
the royalist troops, but was at length killed by a 
cannon ball. Roche, though more humane, was final- 
ly hung. 
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who alone can protect, and who has promised to | 


preserve those that put their trust in him. 

The estate and spacious mansion, called Hore- 
town, occupied by my parents Jacob and Eliza- 
beth Goff and the family, were situated about ten 
miles from each of the towns of Wexford and 
New Ross. The rebels formed two camps, at 
Carrickburn and Corbett Hill, one on each side 
of the house, at distances of two and five miles 
from it. This central position caused a constant 
demand on us for provisions, with which the in- 
surgents were daily supplied, and they often said 
that they spared the lives of the family for that 
purpose. 

A day or two after the commencement of the 
Rebellion, two carts were brought to our door, 
and the cellars emptied of all the salt provisions, 
beer, cider, &c., which were taken off to the 
camp. Fourteen beautiful horses were turned 
out of my father’s stables, and mounted in the 
yard by two or more of the rebels on each. 
Some, which had not been trained, resisted by 
plunging ; but their riders soon subdued them, 
running their pikes into them, and otherwise 
using great cruelty. Much of our cattle they 
also took off, and orders were sent each week 
from the camp at Carrickburn, to have a cow 
and some sheep killed, which were sent for at 
stated times. 

Soon after the general rising and arming of 
the people in the county of Wexford,* we were 
roused one morning by the sound of cannon at 
a distance, and quickly heard that there had 
been an engagement at a place called “ The 
Three Rocks,” on the mountains of Froth, near 
Wexford, between the yeomanry and the rebels. 
After a severe conflict, the former were put to 
flight, with great loss of life; sixty or seventy 
were buried in one grave. 

Two of my cousins named Heatly, whose 
mother had married out of our Society, were 
officers in that corps, and escaped to our house 
under cover of the darkness of night. On their 
arrival, they found that their father and mother, 
and seven or eight children, had been turned out 
of their comfortable home, and had also fled for 
refuge to my father’s, where they were affection- 
ately received. We hadall retired to rest when 
these young officers arrived. The thankfulness 
of their parents, who had never expected to see 
them again, passes all description: they were 
much affected, and immediately returned thanks, 
on the bended knee, for the preservation of their 
children. For some days the two young men re- 
mained in the house, hiding from room to room, 


*Keightley remarks: “It was in the county of 
Wexford that the Rebellion really raged—a county 
which would probably have remained atrest, had not 
the people been goaded into rebellion by the cruelties 
inflicted by the military and the self-styled loyalists. 
Tt was here only that priests appeared among the 
rebels, and that murders ona large scale were per- 
pretrated by them.”—Hist. of England, vol. iii. 
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sometimes under the beds; as there was a fre- 
quent search for arms aud Orangemen by the 
rebels. Some of the chiefs of these, having in. 
formation of their being with us, called, demand- 
ing them to surrender, and offering them the 
United Irishmen’s oath. This, however, they 
resolutely refused, saying they had taken the 
oath of allegiance to their sovereign but a few 
days before, and would never perjure themselves, 
On this, one of the rebels laid his hand on his 
sword, and in great irritation said, were it not 
for the respect they had for Mr. Goff, and that 
they did not wish to spill blood in his hall, their 
lives should be the forfeit of their refusal. At 
length my cousins left our house by night, in- 
tending to make their way to Ross, and took 
shelter in the cottage of an old Roman Catholic 
nurse employed by the family ; but by her they 
were betrayed, and handed over to the rebels, 
who took them prisoners to the camp. The 
lives of these young men were, however, re- 
markably preserved, after they had endured 
much hardship in prison. 

Two Roman Catholic men-servants, belonging 
to our family, and lodging in the house, were 
compelled to join the rebels to save their lives; 
and were armed with pikes—the first we had 
seen. On my dear mother’s hearing of their 
having these weapons, she sent to let them know 
she could not allow anything of the kind to be 
brought into the house ; so each night they left 
them outside the door. They behaved quietly 
and respectfully throughout, generally returning 
home at the close of the day. 

The rebels set fire to the houses of many Prot- 
estants; and in the morning after the general 
rising, a Roman Catholic family, seven in num- 
ber, came from Enniscorthy, apparently in great 
distress, saying they had left the town on fire. 
They received shelter and hospitable entertain- 
ment from my dear parents, and remained with 
us the whole time. My mother often remarked, 
with reference to her large family, that provi- 
sions from day to day were so wonderfully 
granted, that they seemed, like the cruse of oil 
and the barrel of meal, never-failing. 

About twenty persons surrounded our dinner 
table each day, besides those in the kitchen, 
four of whom were members of our Society; 
which my mother considered a great advantage 
at that awful period. She frequently said that 
‘hinds’ feet” appeared to be given her, in being 
enabled with extraordinary ease to get through 
the numerous household duties that then de- 
volyed upon her. Thus the gracious promise 
was verified in her experience:—“ As thy days 
so shall thy strength be.” F 

A rebel once inquired of her, “ Madam, do 
you think we shall gain the day?” Feeling it to 
be a serious question, after a pause she replied, 
“The Almighty only knows.” He answered, 
“You are right, madam; have a good heart, 
not a hair of your head shall be hurt; but when 
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senators.” This unhappy man, we afterwards 
heard, lost his life in attacking a Protestant gen- 
tleman, on whose kindness and hospitality he 
had thrown himself, when his own house was 
burnt down by the English troops. To us he 
was uniformly kind, and we thought his atten- 
tion might, under Providence, have had some 
influence on the minds of the rebels. 

Many hundreds were daily on our lawn, and 
our business was to hand them food as they de- 
manded it. Their fatigue and the heat of sum- 
mer being exhausting, large tubs of milk and 
water were placed at the hall and back doors, 
with great quantities of bread and cheese. The 
servants were frequently obliged to stay up all 
night to bake bread for them, and my mother 
and sisters often made their hands bleed in cut- 
ting the bread and cheese: if not cut up, they 
would carry off whole loaves and cheeses at the 
ends of their pikes. They took carving-knives 
and others of large size from the pantry to 
fasten on poles, thus converting them into de- 
structive weapons: on seeing which, my mother 
had the remainder carefully locked up after the 
meals. At times they gave us dreadful details 
of their own cruelty, and of the agonies of the 
sufferers, to the great distress of my sisters and 
myself. One day, after a battle, they related many 
such acts, and said they had had good fun the 
day before with the fine young officers, by tick- 
ling them under the short ribs with their pikes, 
making them writhe and ery out bitterly. I was 
handing them food at the time, and could not 
refrain from bursting into tears, throwing down 
what I had in my hand, and running away into 
the house. 


We were greatly struck by observing that, how- 





this business is over, the Quakers are all to be 
driven down into Connaught, where the land is 
worth about twopence an acre, and you will have 
to till that, and live on it as you can.” My 
mother smiled and said—‘ Give us a good por- 
tion, for we have a large family.” 

Hannah and Arabella (afterward Fennell) with 
Dinah W. Goff, aged about thirty, nineteen and 
fourteen, were the only daughters at home at this 
time. The two former usually walked three 
miles on First-days to the meeting-house at 
Forrest, accompanied by two of the women ser- 
vants, though they frequently met with inter- 
ruptions on the way. 

One day some of the people said, as they 
passed the Roman Catholic chapel, “‘ How they 
dare us by going through the streets! If they 
persist, they shall be taken and dragged to the 
altar of the chapel, and suffer the penalty of 
their obstinacy.” But my sisters passed quietly 
on. On one of these occasions, they remarked 
that a strange dog accompanied them ; it fol- 
lowed them for some miles, and when they got 
safe home could not be induced to enter the 
house, but went away. This circumstance, 
though simple, seemed remarkable at the time. 
I fully believe that their minds were not resting 
on outward help, but on that Omnipotent arm 
which was mercifully underneath to sustain. 
They were enabled regularly to pursue their 
way, and to unite with the few Friends that were 
permitted to meet, remarking those opportunities 
as being peculiarly solemn. Our dear parents 
would gladly have joined them, but were unable 
from the infirmities of age to walk so far, and 
had no horses left to draw a carriage. 

The family were always assembled for the pur- 
pose of reading the Scriptures, after the fatigues | ever outrageously a party might come, there were 
of the day were over; and one evening, a priest | generally some among them who were disposed 
coming in, as he often did at other times, per-| to promote peace. Such would say, “ You ought 
haps to see what we were doing, remarked on | not to treat them so—the poor ladies who have 
the quietude which prevailed. My mother said] been up all night making bread for you with 
it was usually the case when the hurry of house-| their own hands.” One morning a most violent 
hold cares had ceased. He said he came with | party advanced, yelling and swearing hideously, 
good news—that we were now all of one religion | like savages intent on rapine, so that we fully be- 
the world over. My mother then inquired what | lieved they had formed some wicked design; but 
it was, as she believed there was only one true | two young men, who looked sorrowful and alarmed 
religion? He replied, that an edict from the|on our behalf, though perfect strangers, came 
Pope had arrived, and that it proclaimed the | forward, requesting we might all withdraw and 
universal Roman Catholic religion, adding that | shut the door, as they could not but dread the 
it was high time for her to put up the cross. | consequences if the party were allowed to enter 
She asked what he meant by the cross? He|the house. The a themselves 
said, “Put up the outward sign on yourself} on the steps of the hall-door, drew their great 
and your children.” She answered, “ That they | cavalry swords, and flourishing them, declared 
should never do; but she was thankful in be-| that no one should pass; pleading for us in the 
lieving that her Heavenly Father was enabling | most kind and energetic manner—“ Why should 
her to bear the cross, and that she trusted He} you injure Mr. Goff and his family, who are 
might be pleased to continue to do so to the} doing all they can, feeding and providing for 
end.” I was standing near him at the time,|you?” After along struggle the company re- 
when he put his arms round me and said, “ My | linquished their evil purpose. The young men 
dear child, we shall have you all to ourselves ;” | were quite overcome with exertion and heat: 
and, placing his hand on my father’s shoulder, | my father warmly thanked them, and gave them 
he said, “ Mr. Goff, you shall be one of our head | silk handkerchiefs to wipe their faces, inquiring 
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their names—one of them was called Denis 
of Gorey. On that occasion, many wicked-look- 
ing women were outside, evidently waiting for 

lunder ; and, when disappointed, they made 
frightful faces, and shook their hands at us as we 
stood at the windows. One of them was heard 
to say when they withdrew, “ You are a set of 
chicken-hearted fellows!” 

(To be continued.) 


——<0 ———___ 


For Friends’ Review. 
NOTICES OF DAVID COOPER. 
NO. XXX. 

In a letter to his eldest daughter, Ist month 
30th, 1787, D. Cooper says, “I am deeply en- 
gaged in school-keeping.” This must have been 
‘a temporary occupation, probably to supply a va- 
cancy in the Deptford School, so long fostered 
by him. There is no allusion in his diary tosuch 
an employment, and his frequent journeys from 
home could not have been performed had the 
responsibility of a school rested long upon him. 
“‘ My school,” he writes, “ serves for amusement, 
and I feel much better in it than to have no em- 
ploy. Thou canst not imagine how pleased I 
feel in doing a little good, and not cumbering 
the world for no purpose. George does not feel 
himself half so happy on his throne as I do in 
my school in this inclement season of the year.” 

On the 17th of Fifth month, the day of his 
starting on the journey to Pennsylvania, Mary- 
land and Virginia, (as detailed in No. 27,) he 
wrote to his daughter Martha: 

Dear Patty,—I am nearly ready to set off on 
my journey, which feels a little heavy on account 
of my unfitness for a longride. Were it not for 
the remembrance of the supporting hand that 
has never failed hitherto, when the trust has 
singly been in it, I believe I should hardly ven- 
ture. My life hath been abundantly chequered 
with clouds and sunshine, but, through all, His 
wisdom and goodness have been manifest. He 
never permits anything to happen, but he gives 
the minds that lean on him sufficient strength to 
bear and to fulfil all that he requires of them. 
My dear daughter, let the consideration that thy 
father, now covered with grey hairs, has this 
testimony to bear, increase thy fortitude and 
firmness of mind, under every dispensation or 
engagement of duty. I feel at this time a flow 
of love, from that source which is immense and 
unconfined, to my connections and friends, and 
in it I endearedly salute thee, my beloved daugh- 
ter, with desires that thou mayest so conduct in 
all thy movements, as to obtain a share of thy 
Lord’s love, equal to what thy dear mother ap- 
peared favored with: then, whether thy days be 
few or many, whether thy passage through life 
be rough or smooth, the enjoyment of His peace 
will be thy portion, compared to which all other 
enjoyments are but as dross. 

Thy loving father, Davip Cooper. 
Fifth-day morning, 8 o'clock, 5th month 17th, 1787. 
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The following letter which is without date 
appears to have been written on his return from 
the pilgrimage above referred to, probably 6th 
month, 1787. 


D. Cooper to Martha Allinson. 


Dear daughter,—As thou designed coming 
down before I left home, I thought I might see 
thee here soon after my return, but the busy 
season may not admit of it. It afforded me real 
satisfaction, on alighting at meeting to-day, to 
have my little grandson come and speak to me; 
showing a care for a poor parent, who, though 
he hath much to be thankful for, and little to 
complain of, finds but seldom a taste of pleasure. 
I wrote from Baltimore tosister Margaret Haines, 
requesting her to inform my children. I received 
thine at York on my return. ' 

As my weak state and your press of cares may 
keep us apart for some time, it may afford thee 
some satisfaction to heara little of my ride. [Here 
follows a detail of the journey already described, 
with a confirmation of our conjecture that it was 
made on horseback.] I was from home nearly 
five weeks, and attended one Yearly and three 
Quarterly Meetings, &c. I saw many Friends, 
some valuable ones; and received much kind- 
ness and respect, but cannot say much of their 
land flowing with milk and honey, Syageri 
but much the contrary, and the most so where 
least expected it. But this seal of the founda- 
tion is the poor servant’s strength: “The Lord 
knoweth them that are His,” and who they are 
that endeavor to serve him faithfully. Those 
shall know seasons of refreshment, however 
others may dwell in a parched land, and feel but 
little of the good when it cometh. With love 
to you all, your affectionate father, 

Davip Cooper. 

We have already seen him, in the early part 
of 1788, strengthening the hands of his friend 
Daniel Offley in an arduous religious mission. 
In the Fourth month he again set forth with the 
same friend, who was an honored and eminent 
gospel minister.—prominent as such ina day 
when judges and counsellors and mighty men 
of valor made glad the heritage, publishing sal- 
vation and proclaiming unto Zion, ‘“ Thy God 
reigneth.” 

[ Diary.] 
(fourth of the week) I set off from home 
with Daniel Offley and was at Upper Greenwich 
meeting ; next day at Pilesgrove; Sixth-day at 
Swedesboro’; First-day at Salem; afternoon at 
Alloway’s Creek; Second-day at Greenwich. 
On Third-day we had an appointed meeting at 
the Court House in Bridgeton. After Daniel 
had taken his seat, the bell was rung to notifi 
the people. We had a meeting at New-England- 
Town on Fourth-day, and having ridden on Fifth- 
day to the Cape, we had on Sixth-day morning 
a meeting at the Court House; at Friends’ meet- 
ing house in the afternoon ; on Seventh-day in 


“Fourth month 16th. This day 
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the meeting house near the river; and on First) 
day at the head of the river, where no meeting | 
of Friends had before been held. After meet-| 


ing, we rode, in five hours, thirty-four miles, and 
next morning we separated for our respective 
homes. We had been out thirteen days, held 
thirteen meetings, and rode above one hundred 
and fifty miles.” 

We find three letters bearing the same date, 
ten days after his return from this service; 
which is among the indications that the subject 
of these memoirs was prolific in the use of his 
pen, and which warrant the conclusion that there 
must be, in the hands of descendants of his old 
correspondents, many epistles which the compiler 
would be glad to inspect. , 


D. Cooper to Isaac Collins. 


Esteemed friend,—I was almost offended when 
I heard thou lodged in Woodbury, so near my 
house, and told A. H. that had I known it I 
would have come thither to see thee. But find- 
ing on my return home that thou hadst been 
here, I was very sorry it happened in my absence, 
and I wish thee to make my house thy stage 
whenever thou passest this way. The little time 
we were together last winter, united us into a 
nearness that I trust will not on my side be 
erased while our feet continue in the strait and 
narrow way. There’s a feeling of relationship, 
as children of the one heavenly Father, that far 
exceeds natural kindred barely. This is the 
love and unity our queries mention, that “ be- 
come the followers of Christ”* and they only 
can experience it in reality. 

Thou art very often in my mind with feeling 
desires for thy preservation, as I am sensible 
thou hast many difficulties to encounter, snares 
and dangers to combat, to which many others 
are strangers; but remember, dear Isaac,—the 
greater the cross, the greater the crown; the 
more severe the conflict, the greater the re- 
ward and joy in having overcome. But even 
after having passed the sea, and after singing 
the song of deliverance, the warfare is not over. 
Other enemies are still to conquer. “Tis not 
afew steps well trodden that will obtain the 
crown, and the answer of “ well done, good and 
faithful servant ;” but it is the holding out to 
the end. 

How hard to flesh and blood to be willing to 
become a fool for Christ’s sake,—to become the 
sneer of the scornful and the song of the drunk- 
ard, but I believe there is no sacrifice more ac- 
ceptable to him who has a right to the whole 
heart. I wish not to be tiresome, but do feel 
an ardent desire that those who may be narrow- 
ly watching thy conduct and looking for thy 

Iting, may never have occasion against thee, 
save for the cause of thy God. Thy self-denial 
has turned the eyes of the world closely upon 


' *Such, in those days, was the language of our 
Query. 
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thee. Oh may meekness and fear constantly 
accompany thy mind! May the guardian angel 
from God’s presence encamp about thee, and 
preserve from the fiery darts of the enemy! 

Such is the sincere prayer of thy very affec- 
tionate friend Davip CoopEr. 

Isaac Collins was twenty-two years the junior 
of D. Cooper. He was the father of our ines- 
timable friend Rebecca Grellet, and of thirteen 
other children, nearly all of whom were well 
known to a large portion of our readers. In the 
year 1770, John Smith, (brother to Samuel 
Smith, the historian,) was with his family seated 
at the tea table in the main street of Burlington, 
under the trees and on the green lawn in front of 
his dwelling—the very house, (previously the 
home of Peter Worrell, and subsequently of Na- 
thaniel and Elizabeth Coleman,) in which John 
Woolman had the remarkable experience narra- 
ted in No. 3 of these memoirs. At this juncture 
Isaac Collins made his debut in the city of his 
future residence, and passing by this hospitable 
board, was, as a stranger, invited to a seat. The 
conversation at the table developed the fact that 
there was an opening fora printer in Burlington, 
and the young guest, who had received appoint- 
ment as “ Printer to King George III., for the 
Province of N. Jersey,” coleal an office and 
pursued his vocation honorably and successfully. 
During his residence here, he published Allin- 
son’s Laws of New Jersey ; an edition of 2,000 
copies of Sewel’s History, containing nearly 1000 
folio pages; several issues of paper money for 
Government, &c. &e. The Collins Bible, so 
justly prized for its accurate typography, is too 
well known to need our notice here. In the 
evening of his life he had the profound satisfac- 
tion of reflecting that he had avoided the publi- 
cation of any works of injurious tendency, and 
that he had only issued “those whose general 
tendency was of a beneficial kind.” The second 
wife of Isaac Collins was tlie widow of Benjamin 
Smith, one of the Cooper family. 


FOREIGN WORK OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE 


SOCIETY. 


The foreign work of the American Bible So- 
ciety is rapidly becoming greater and more im- 
portant. Besides the usual appropriations to 
missionaries abroad, and the distribution of the 
Scriptures in their various fields, we are privi- 
leged to announce the progress of the completion 
of the following new,versions, and translations of 
versions, of the Holy Scriptures : 

1. The Armeno-Turkish translation of the 
whole Bible, by Dr. Goodell of Constantinople ; 
the work of a long and devoted missionary life. 

2. The continued translation of the Bulgarian 
Scriptures, by Dr. Riggs. 

8. The Arabo-Turkish translation of the New 
Testament, by Dr. Riggs; nearly completed and 
in press. 
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4. The completion of the revised edition of 
the Bible in Chinese, by Dr. Culbertson and his 
coadjutors; a work of years, and of vast import- 
ance. 

5. The Arabic Bible, begun by the late Dr. 
Eli Smith, and completed by Dr. Van Dyck; 
now ready for the press; will be in great de- 
mand. 

6. Added to the above is the interesting fact, 
that a native of Syria has cut a complete set of 
matrices and punches for the type of a Syriac 
New Testament, soon to be printed at the Bible 
House. 

7. Within three years past we have printed 
14,000 copies of the Scriptures for Turkey. Of 
the Armenian Scriptures six editions have been 
issued from the Bible House, from three sets of 
electrotype plates, of three different sizes. This 
is a most beautiful specimen of oriental typo- 
graphy, and is very popular among the Arme- 
nians. 

8. A new Spanish edition of the Bible is now 
in process of revision and of electrotyping. To 
this work Dr. Brigham gave many laborious 
hours, down to the close of his life. 

We group these facts, some of which were 
stated in a previous Record, and beg our friends 
to connect with them the statements which we 
give from Syria and Egypt, and then to remem- 
ber that all of these new editions must be printed 
(and some are already in press), and next they 
are to be circulated as far as possible among the 
millions, and hundreds of millions, who speak 
those languages. We dare not withhold our 
hands from this great work, and we are sure that 
our American Christianity will bid us “go for- 
ward.” —Bible Society Record. 


From the British Friend. 
SCRIPTURE-READING MEETINGS.—CONFERENCE 
AT ACKWORTH. 

(Concluded from page 88.) 


Thomas Hodgkin mentioned some particulars 
as to the Bible classes at Newcastle-on-T yne and 


North Shields. At Newcastle the number of 
attenders varies from 12 to 30. The meetings 
are held on alternate Third-day evenings, and 
last about one and a half hours. The order of 
the proceedings is very similar to that described 
as being observed at Birmingham. For three 
or four months in the summer the meetings are 
discontinued, and this temporary suspension 
during a period when many Friends are absent 
from home, appears to be justified by the in- 
creased energy with which operations are re- 
sumed at the return of winter. The subjects 
read during the three sessions of the class have 
been the Gospel of John, the Epistle to the 
Hebrews, and a few of the Psalms, in which the 
Messianic character is most strongly marked. 
From a desire to avoid questions of nice criti- 
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cism, the very interesting question of the author- 
ship of the Epistle te the Hebrews has been 
hardly noticed at all; but, speaking for himself, 
T. H. remarked that he felt as if an entirely 
new light had been thrown by these readings 
on the general scope and argument of this 
epistle, on its illustration of the fulfilment of the 
Old Testament types, and especially on its in- 
terpretation of the ceremonies connected with 
the great day of atonement. He thought also 
that the plan of reading selected psalms, relat- 
ing to some one central subject, e. g., the life of 
David, the captivity, or the person and sufferings 
of Christ, would be found useful, as giving in- 
dividuality and distinctness to portions of the 
Scripture which we are apt to make use of, as a 
kind of make-weights, to supplement what may 
seem wanting in a short chapter of another book 
of the Bible. With reference to the spirit in 
which the meetings had been conducted, he 
could safely say that they had steered entirely 
clear of religious controversy. Some of their 
friends, he believed, thought they had intro- 
duced a little too much of the critical element; 
if so, they would try to amend this in future, 
for they all, he believed, were abundantly per- 
suaded that a knowledge of Greek and Hebrew 
was not anessential to the success of these meet- 
ings, and that the simpler their character could 
be kept the better for all concerned. He him- 
self had been often reminded of a saying of one 
of the earliest promoters of this Bible class 
movement—J. Tindall Harris—that the more 
the attenders of a Bible class could assemble 
under a conviction of their need, the better the 
meetings would be. If they came to it as 
teachers, each one full of his own new views of 
truth, of his own scholarship, of his own ingenu- 
ity, it proved a dead, dull time. If they came 
all as learners, all as desiring to be fed, feeling 
their own emptiness and ignorance, they went 
away refreshed and strengthened. With refer- 
ence to the North Shields Bible class, of which 
he was an occasional attender, he stated that 
the number of attenders varies from 20 to 40. 
The plan of proceeding is the same as at New- 
castle, but from the attendance being better, the 
labor is perhaps rather more satisfactorily 
divided. The Gospel of John is at present 
being read. This class has been only some six 
or seven months in existence. The meetings 
are usually held on alternate Second-day even- 
ings, and last a little over an hour. 

Edward Pease stated that at Darlington, two 
reading meetings are held. One of them was 
established some years since, with a view to 
affording instruction in the history and princi- 
ples of Friends. At these meetings original 
papers have sometimes been read. The other 
meeting is held weekly by the teachers of the 
First-day school, for the purpose of considering 
the portion of Scripture to be read in the school. 
Historical and geographical questions are chiefly 
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entered upon, and they thus avoid doctrinal 
criticism. He fully united with Thomas 
Hodgkin’s remark as to these meetings being 
most useful to those who assemble under a sense 
of need. 

John Hodgkin enforced the importance of 
observing great simplicity, and of avoiding re- 
ligious controversy as far as possible, in these 
meetings. He had been deeply interested by 
the accounts given of the Bible class in Balti- 
more, and of those in Newcastle and Darling- 
ton. The Friends of Baltimore are objects of 
our very peculiar sympathy: they are few in 
number. ‘Their trials and afflictions, result- 
ing from the civil war, had been various, includ- 
ing great loss and depreciation of property. J. 
H. had not attended a Bible class in Baltimore, 
but he was rejoiced to find that Friends in that 
city had established one, and that it had pro- 
duced such good results. The Bible class in 
Philadelphia, like that in Darlington, had been 
established partly with a view to assist the 
teachers in the Friends’ First-day school, in pre- 
paring for the scriptural instruction of their 
classes, and had, he believed, been useful in this 
respect. There was one practical caution which 
he wished to offer those who take part in these 
Bible classes, viz. to avoid relying unduly upon 
commentators. There are matters of a histori- 
eal, geographical, and critical nature in which 
aid can doubtless be obtained from those whose 
researches have, especially of later times, thrown 
so much light on these subjects. But if we de- 
pend upon a commentator for the true meaning 
and application of Scripture, we may be deriv- 
ing our notions of doctrinal truth from those 
whose views are more outward than our own ; 
we may be suffering loss by sitting as it were 
under the ministry (printed instead of preached) 
of those who may never have been fully brought 
to see the spiritual nature of the new covenant. 
Let us not then read the holy Scriptures through 
the lens of a commentator, but ask rather that 
the light of the Holy Spirit (by whom they 
were originally given forth) may shine upon 
the sacred page, and make its truths plain 
to our understandings and efficacious to our 
hearts. 

Sylvanus Thompson had not taken much part 
in the York scripture-reading meetings, but 
stated that they are held fortnightly during the 
winter. About twenty verses of a chapter are 
usually read, and subsequently considered more 
in detail. He remarked on the variety of gifts 
called into exercise on these occasions, the in- 
structive character of the observations made, 
and the avoidance of controversy. He had 
himself felt that it had been good for him to be 
present at them. The silence following the 
reading is frequently very solemn, and is often 
broken by the voice of prayer. He had felt a 
little doubt at one time in reference to these 
meetings, but he now feels none. 
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William Pollard, of Ackworth, wished for 
some information as to the course of proceed- 
ing adopted in the smaller meetings, the great 
problem being as to how these might be 
helped. 

William Thistlethwaite spoke of being a 
member of a small meeting (Morley). len 
year a scripture-reading meeting was proposed 
to him. He at first felt that it was not his 
function, but encouraged the young Friends 
who spoke to him to proceed. He had had his 
fears of controversy and running into the letter 
rather than the spirit; but he now feels com- 
forted in the retrospect of the meetings which 
have been held. They are conducted at Friends’ 
houses on First-day afternoons, and the Friend 
at whose house the meeting is held reads a por- 
tion of Scripture, which is afterwards read in 
verses in turn by those present. They have been 
conducted in great simplicity, and controversy 
has been avoided. 

Joseph 8. Fry mentioned that, in addition to 
the scripture-reading meetings which had for 
some years been conducted in Bristol, and which 
are held at Friends’ houses, another of a more 
public character has been established since last 
year, partly with a view to inviting the at- 
tenders of meetings and others who are not in 
membership with us to be present. That ob- 
ject had not been very fully attained, but some 
of the class referred to have been present. 
Efforts were made in the first instance toinduce 
Friends present to occupy the time with such 
remarks as they were prepared to make; but it 
has been found desirable to adopt a more simple 
course, and either to remain in silence or to 
offer remarks as may seem to be called for. 
The meetings have assumed more of the charac- 
ter of religious opportunities, and the intervals 
of silence are felt to be very valuable. The 
proceedings are not at all of a controversial or 
critical character. The great truths of the 
Bible are sometimes presented with freshness 
to the mind on these occasions. He had found 
it so himself. The Bible is a book for the closet, 
but it is also eminently calculated for social 
reading. Many of the discourses of our Lord, 
for instance, were delivered in public, and their 
effect might be best realized when read to a 
company of persons. He suggested whether 
those who are interested in this subject might 
not render assistance to some of the smaller 
meetings, by paying them visits and assistin 
their Friends to establish meetings of the kind 
referred to. 

Joseph Allen, Dublin, referred to the deep 
interest which has been taken of late in the sub- 
ject under consideration by many Friends in 
Ireland, and of various efforts having been 
adopted by them, similar to those which had 
been described that morning. He referred in 
particular to the value which had attached to a 
series of papers on scriptural subjects, which 
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had been read in Monkstown and Dublin Meet- 
ings, by a dear friend, whose qualifications for 
such service had not before been much recog- 
nized. 

Charles Malone and Henry John Allen added 
some interesting particulars with respect to 
meetings for religious instruction held among 
Friends in Ireland. 

Isaac Brown said he also wished to invite the 
attention of Friends to the paragraph in the 
Yearly Meeting’s epistle, on allowing a suitable 
time of silence after our morning and evening 
family readings. He suggested that when ser- 
vants and children are present, the readings 
should not be too long, and that ability should 
be sought to be enabled sometimes to add a few 
words of exhortation or explanation, adapted to 
the states of those assembled. He believed that 
servants in particular, many of whom have had 
but few advantages, very much value a little 
help of this kind. 

Henry Binns referred to an account which he 
had heard of a scripture-reading meeting at 
which the feeling of interest and solemnity had 
been so great that Friends had found it difficult 
to separate. ‘ 

The Chairman’ remarked that he believed 
some who had been present this morning were 
now conscious of a similar feeling. 

A time of solemn silence ensued, and John 
Hodgkin was heard in thanksgiving and earn- 
est prayer. 

The conference lasted for three hours, and 
its proceedings, of which the foregoing is an im- 
perfect outline, were of a deeply interesting and 
harmonious character. 


FRIENDS’ REVIEW. 


PHILADELPHIA, TENTH MONTH 18, 1862. 


INDIANA YEARLY MeEtina.—Indiana Year- 
ly Meeting convened in Richmond on Fourth- 
day the Ist inst., at 10 o’clock. The attend- 
ance was rather smaller than usual. The Min- 
isters from other Yearly Meetings in attendance 
were Joshua Douglass, from Maine; Nathan 
Elliot, Western; Huldah Atwater and Eliz. L. 
Comstock, New York ; Asenath Clark, Western ; 
and Mary Elliot, Ohio. Representatives were 
all present except thirteen, including a full rep- 
resentation from Kansas, and a partial one from 
each of the Iowa Quarters. Certificates of 
Friends from other Yearly Meetings and epistles 
were read. The sitting closed after a pleasant, 
quiet and satisfactory session of two hours. A 
meeting for worship was held at 3. P. M. 
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Fifth day.—C. F. Coffin was appointed clerk, and 
Willet Dorland and Chas. 8. Hubbard, assistants. 
Soon after the opening of the meeting, Elizabeth 
L. Comstock requested the privilege of paying 
a visit to men’s meeting, which was cordially 
united with. She began her communication by 
quoting the text, ‘“‘ Men, brethren and fathers, 
hearken, &c.,”’and in the course of her remarks she 
traced the similarity of the Lord’s dealing with 
Israel, and with the people of our own Society. 
She dwelt particularly on that period in the his- 
tory of the Jews in which they “ had a name to 
live and yet were dead :” when they were ap- 
parently an honest, upright people, yet used the 
“ false balance,” and the “ deceitful weight.” 
She also showed that persecutions from without, 
have never prevailed against God’s church, but 
that it has ever suffered most from “ perils by 
false brethren,” from foes within, and exhorted 
all to a close watch at home ; each one to exam- 
ine his own individual conduct. 


She impressed upon parents the necessity of 
teaching their children the doctrines of the Gos- 
pel and queried, whether it was not on account of 
a neglect of this that so many parents now had 
to mourn for sons engaged in armed strife, or 
slain in the conflict of battle. She would have 
the children early taught in the school of Christ. 


A Quarterly Meeting in Iowa forwarded a 
proposition to postpone the time of opening the 
new Yearly Meeting in that State; but the 
meeting did not concur with it, and appointed a 
committee to attend the opening of the said 
Yearly Meeting. 


Propositions were received from some of the 
Quarterly Meetings, for some changes in the 
discipline relating to marriages, and also for the 
adoption of queries to ascertain the number of 
members; the number received into membership ; 
and the number disowned each year; also the 
number, not members, who attend Friends’ meet- 
ings. The propositions were referred to a com- 
mittee. 

Last year it was recommended that more 
time be given, during the progress of the Yearly 
Meeting, for holding meetings for worship, and 
in accordance with this recommendation, a meet- 
ing was appointed for to-morrow afternoon, at 
3 o’clock. 

Sixth day—The minute of our friend Ase- 
nath Clark, from Western Y. M., was read, not 
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having been received in time to be read at the 
opening of the Yearly Meeting. 

After an earnest appeal to the young men 
present to enter solidly and religiously, with 
their elder brethren, into the exercises of this 
sitting, the consideration of the state of society 
was taken up. 

By the answers to the queries it appeared that 
all the Quarterly Meetings had members engaged 
in military service, the aggregate in the five 
quarters which gave numbers amounting to one 
hundred. The contemplation of this unfaith- 
fulness seemed to cover the meeting with mourn- 
ing, and led to many appropriate remarks. The 
members were admonished to query with them- 
selves how far they were individually responsi- 
ble for this state of things. What if the blood 
of some who have fallen should be required at 
our hands? Have we done our duty? 


The answers to the annual queries showed 
that some new meetings had been established 
and several ministers acknowledged. 

A meeting for worship held in the afternoon, 
at three o’clock, was largely attended, and ap- 


peared to be a favored opportunity. 

Seventh-day.—The Bible Society met last 
evening, and was largely attended. 

At the sitting of the Yearly Meeting this 
morning, the committee having charge of Earl- 
ham College made their report, by which it ap- 
peared that the health of both officers and stu- 
dents during the past year had been good, and 
the progress of the students in their studies 
satisfactory. The number of students in attend- 
ance during the winter term, was one hundred 
and forty, and during the summer, ninety-three. 
The receipts of the College for the past year, 
were about fourteen thousand eight hundred and 
forty-six dollars, ($14,846.00,) and the ex- 
penditures, about fourteen thousand dollars, 
($14,000.00,) leaving a balance in favor of the 
College of about $846.00. 

The Reports concerning White’s Manual 
Labor Schools, showed the one situated in In- 
diana to be in a prosperous condition. A 
school was opened in this Institution in Twelfth 
month last. 

The Book and Tract Committee produced 
their 12th annual report. Ten new tracts have 
been added to the series since last year. They 
have published this year 249,719 tracts, con- 
taining one million five hundred and twenty-six 
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thousand pages. Tracts have been procured 
from other sources so as to make the total num- 
ber 261,126, and the total number of pages, 
one million five hundred and seventy-nine 
thousand. A considerable number of these 
tracts have been distributed to the soldiers 
through their chaplains and otherwise. The 
committee have purchased one hundred copies 
of Dymond on War, mostly for public libraries. 
The attention of the Monthly Meetings was 
called to that part of the Discipline requiring 
that they should annually consider the pro- 
priety of increasing the number of books in 
their libraries. 

The Report of the General Committee on 
Education, showed that there were within the 
limits of the Yearly Meeting, 6596 children be- 
tween the ages of five and twenty-one, of whom 
all have been taught in Friends’ schools, or 
schools taught by Friends, except 1986. No 
Friends’ children are growing up without edu- 
cation. 

Spring Creek Institute has been attended by 
113 students, about 100 of whom are Friends. 

The Report of the Committee on the Con- 
cerns of the People of Color set forth that there 
had been both day and First-day schools, in the 
different neighborhoods of colored people, during 
the year, mostly taught by colored teachers. 

Union Literary Institute, in Randolph county, 
Ind., is thought to be doing good service for 
this race. The committee have appropriated 
$100.00 for the benefit of colored persons in 
Kansas, who were in a suffering condition, 
having come there principally from Missouri 
and the Cherokee nation of Indians. This 
money has been expended by the branch com- 
mittee of Friends in Kansas. 

The reading of the Minutes of the Meeting 
for Sufferings occupied a portion of the sitting. 

The Committee on First-day schools for 
Scriptural Instruction met at four o’clock this 
afternoon. 

Second-day, 10th mo. 6th.—The report on 
Indian Concerns was introduced this morning, 
which gave some interesting information con- 
cerning the former and the present condition of 
the Indians. The last year the school averaged 
25, all but 2 of whom were orphans. A com- 
mittee was appointed to have charge of the farm, 
but no provision was made for a school the en- 
suing year. 
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An interesting report was made by the com-[ mind for some time to send thee the accompany- 
mittee on First-day Scripture Schools. It ap-|ing little book, and request its perusal with a 
pears that there have been in attendance of those} view of whether it would be suitable for inser- 
schools the past year, 8086 pupils, and of these | tion in the Friends’ Review. The faith of some 
5845 were members of the Society of Friends. | dear friends in your land is, no doubt, at times 
There have been 620 teachers engaged in the| closely tried in consequence of the desolating 
work: eight meetings have been without such] war now raging there; and I have thought that 
sehools. Sixty-five libraries, containing 6290] perhaps the experience of others so tried, and 
volumes for the use of schools, were reported. | so protected, might, under the divine blessing, 

The condition of White’s Iowa Manual Labor} strengthen some weak hands and confirm some 
Institute elicited considerable discussion, but no | feeble knees 
definite conclusion respecting it could be arrived 
at, and the matter was referred to a committee, 
who are to make a report next year. 


yp? 


Booxs ror THE Sick AND WouUNDED.— 


Our friend Jonathan Dennis,'Jr., of Washington; 
The meeting was informed that a Friend was] writes that there is great destitution of reading 


in attendance from Minnesota, who was solicit-| matter among the many thousands of sick and 
ing contributions for the refugees in that State| wounded in the hospitals of that city and the 
from the late Indian depredations. A large] vicinity. He visited one of the hospitals, con- 
committee was nominated to render him assist_ taining, it was said, four thousand persons, and 


ance, and the next day they reported that 210) distributed seventy volumes of books and several 
dollars had been raised. 


Third Day.—Three memorials of deceased 
Friends were read; James Doan, Jonathan 
Johnson and Amelia 8. Darlington. 

The remainder of the time was mainly occu- 


hundred tracts, which were eagerly sought after 
and thankfully received. German booksaremuch 
wanted. J. D., Jr., appeals to Friends for second- 
hand and new books, tracts and papers. Such as 
may be sent to the office of Friends’ Review, 


pied by the reading of the returning minutes of| will be sent to Washington. Those forwarded 
Friends from other Yearly Meetings, and the} by express from other places should be directed 
epistles to different Yearly Meetings. The close| to J. Dennis, Jr., Washington, D. C., having the 


was solemn and impressive. freight paid in advance ; and the receipt for the 


One of our correspondents writing on the} freight sent to him by mail. 


8th inst., says:—“ Our Yearly Meeting closed 
yesterday. It was nearly as large as usual, and 


— 0h 


Notice TO FRIENDS WHO ARE LIABLE TO 
was a very solemn, interesting and satisfactory|nz Drarrep.—Members of our religious So- 


oecasion. The hearts of Friends seemed ten-| ciety, whose names have been or may be drawn 
dered together—unity and condescension pre-j|in the drafting for military service, are re- 
vailed. Some subjects elicited considerable | quested, on being notified of the fact, to imme- 
discussion, but were finally disposed of in much } diately inform one of the following Friends :— 


harmony. The new arrangement of business} Dr. Samuel Boyd Tobey, Providence, R. I.; 
adopted at last Yearly Meeting worked pleasantly, 


and more meetings for worship than usual 
were held.” 


secs 

NARRATIVE OF THE Gorr Famity.—This 
account of the remarkable preservation of a 
Friend’s family in Ireland, during the rebellion 
of 1798, was inserted in this paper several years 
since, but its republication having been suggest- 
ed, as particularly appropriate at the present 
time, we give the first portion this week, to be 
followed by the remainder in two numbers. 

A Friend in Ireland, who recently sent us a 
copy of the work, says :—“It has rested on my 


Thomas Evans, or Samuel Rhoads, Philadel- 
phia; John Butler, Salem, Columbiana Co., 
Ohio; Aaron L. Benedict, Ashley, Delaware 
Co., Ohio; Charles F. Coffin, Richmond, In- 
diana; Matthew Stanley, Plainfield, Indiana; 
Wm. Beal, Rollin, Michigan; Francis T. King, 
Baltimore, Md. ; Isaac T. Gibson, Salem, Iowa ; 
Samuel Boyce, Lynn, Mass. 


Disp, at Bloomingdale, Indiana, 9th month 13th, 
1862, Susanna, daughter of Andrew D., and the late 
Ruth Tomlinson, in the 14th year of her age—s 
member of Bloomfield Monthly Meeting. 

Her health had been declining for two years; but 
she was confined to the house only eight days ; during 
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which time her bodily suffering was great, but she 
. patiently bore all without murmuring. A few even- 

ings previous to her death, she conversed with her 
parents and brother, concerning her future prospect. 
She remarked that her stay with them would be 
short, and wished to be forgiven for her many misses, 
and being informed that there was nothing held 
against her, she said, for a month past, through 
mercy, her peace was made with God, and her 
Saviour continued to be near. To her parents she 
said, “ be not uneasy about me; all is well.” Thus 


she passed away, leaving the consoling evidence that 
her end was peace. 


Diep, on the 28th of 8th month, 1862, in the 68th 


year of his age, after an illness of nearly nine 


months, Taomas Wixstow, a member of Back Creek 
Monthly Meeting, Ind. 


He was frequently heard asking for patience to 
bear his afflictions to the end. At one time he said, 


“T think [ am ready, and there is nothing in my way. 
I think I am not deceived.” 


——, in Arkansas, 23d of 5th month, 1862, Jira, 
son of Thomas Baldwin, Sr., and Mary Baldwin, in 
the 17th year of his age; a member of Back Creek 
Monthly Meeting, Ind. 


——, on the 23d of 7th month, 1862, Ann Kinsey, 
in the 72d year of her age, widow of the late James 


Kinsey, and an Elder of Short Creek Monthly Meet- 
ing of Friends, Ohio. 

Although prevented, by the nature of her disease, 
from conversing much during her protracted illness, 
she ever evinced a patient, calm, and peaceful state 
of mind, and frequently remarked how mercifully 
, She had been exempted from severe suffering ; and at 

one time remarked that the “ Lord had most merci- 
fully dealt with her.” She had for many years been 
& very diligent attender of our religious meetings, 
and a strong supporter of the doctrines of our Re- 
Jigious Society, and apparently an humble follower 
of the meek and lowly Jesus, so that when Death 
‘came it“ had no sting,” and “the grave no victory.” 


——, at Muscatine, Iowa, on 31st of 8th month, 
1862, Witt1am T., youngest son of Isaac and Mary 
Negus, aged one year and 15 days—a member of 
Bloomington Monthly Meeting, Iowa. 


———— 


Froin the Bible Society Record. 
FACTS FROM BULGARIA. 
INCIDENTAL BENEFITS OF BIBLE COLPORTAGE. 


The following extract from a letter of I. G. 
Bliss, dated Constantinople, July 30th, 1862, 
illustrates the influence of the Bible and the 
colporteur in behalf of woman and her education. 
While it is true that at present missionaries in 
Bulgaria are unable to gather congregations in 
that land, it is plain that, where the Scriptures 
take such a hold upon the cause of the mothers 
and daughters of the race, the Church of Christ 
must soon reap the permanent blessing. 

“In the summer of 1860 I sent a colporteur 
through several districts of Bulgaria. He was 
absent four months, sold a large number of Tes- 
taments and Psalms to the Bulgarians, and 
stirred many to examine for themselves the doc- 
trines of the Cross. In the course of his jour- 
neyings, he came to a large Bulgarian village, 
and took up his quarters at a large khan, the 
owner of which was a man of considerable stand- 
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ing and enterprise. The colporteur, as a Bible 
man, entered earnestly into the work of awaken- 
ing all in the village to the importance of a 
personal acquaintance with the Holy Scriptures. 
Day by day he reported his success to his host, 
who entered zealously into his work, and gave 
him much valuable assistance. The result was, 
that quite a large number of copies were sold, 
and this, too, notwithstanding the indifference 
aud partial opposition of several of the most 
prominent Bulgarians of the town. Our colpor- 
teur, before leaving, took the owner of the khan 
aside, and talked faithfully with him in regard 
to the condition of the people of the town. 
Among other things, he said: ‘‘I have discov- 
ered, in going from house to house, that very 
few of the daughters can read. In this age of 
the world, thisis wrong. Now, thesouls of these 
daughters are as precious as the souls of the 
sons; you should have a school for them, and 
every one should have a copy of the Testament 
as her own.” The colporteur’s last words to 
this wealthy Bulgarian were: “Do not forget 
the daughters of your town.” After he had 
gone, the Bulgarian began to ponder upon the 
work and words of the colporteur. “He, a 
stranger, is more interested in our good than we 
ourselves,” said he toa friend. He could not 
rest, but started forth and visited all the leading 
men of the town, urging them to join him in 
efforts to open a school for girls. In this, how- 
ever, he failed of finding sympathy, and was 
treated by them as an enthusiast. He persevered 
in his endeavours, notwithstanding the opposi- 
tion of others; and a few months ago, when our 
lamented Brother Merriam visited the place, he 
found a girls’ school of 150 pupils in prosperous 
operation. This school has a Sabbath session, 
for the purpose of repeating passages of — 
ture committed to memory during the week. 
Passing the Sabbath at this town, he visited the 
school, heard the girls repeat the passages of 
Scripture, spoke to them of the precious salva- 
tion, and prayed with them. 

This is but one of the many precious inciden- 
tal results of the good work, which will sooner 
or later appear. 

Yours in haste, I. G. Buiss. 

What an interpreter of Scripture is affliction! 
How many stars in its heaven shine out brightly 
in the night of sorrow and pain, which were 
unperceived or overlooked in the garish day of 
our prosperity. What an enlarger of Scripture 
is any other outer or inner event, which stirs the 
depths of our hearts; which touehes us near to 
the core and centre of our lives! What new 
domains of God’s word do they bring within our 
spiritual ken! How do promises, which once 
fell flat upon our ears, become precious now; 
psalms become our own, which before were aloof 
from us! How do we see things now with the 
eye, which before we knew only by the hearing 
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of the ear; which before, men had told us, but 
now we ourselves have found! So that on these 
accounts also, the Scripture is fitted to be our 
companion, and to do us good all the days of 
our life—Rays of Sunlight in Dark Days. 


From the Leisure Hour. 
ALEXANDER I. OF RUSSIA. 


BEFORE AND AFTER 1812. 
(Concluded from page 94.) 


It would extend this sketch of Alexander I.’s 
change of mind too far, were all Bishop Eylert 
relates of this memorable conversation to be re- 
corded ; but one farther particular may be noted. 
On the Bishop’s remarking that doubtless the 
Emperor’s zealous promotion of Bible circula- 
tion was a consequence of those now expressed 
views, Alexander replied, “Quite true, and in 
my opinion it is best to give the sacred books to 
the people just as we have received them. 
Commentators always do, and always will, im- 
part a color of their peculiar views, and such 
human additions are best avoided. Let us allow 
the Bible to operate on Christians, (to whatever 
church they may belong,) in its own divinely 
appointed way, and being God’s book, its opera- 
tion must be beneficial, though somewhat di- 
verse in different individuals; for in this is seen 
the marvellous and surpassing greatness of the 
Scriptures—they effect in each mind what its 


idiosyncrasy requires, and produce diversity in 
unity. That is the chief thing on which depends 


the prosperity of Christian States. It is a prin- 
ciple pervading nature and traceable in history, 
but let us beware of subjecting it to the line and 
plummet of our particular age and clime. The 
space in which conflicting powers contend must 
be reckoned by centuries, and not by centimes. 
The incongruous theories, the conflicting asser- 
tions, those commentaries, as I may call them, 
brought forth by party spirit, interest, or preju- 
dice, will float away, or evaporate like froth, on 
the tide of time ; Truth aloneremains. But its 
work is slow, and it may require ages to accom- 
plish it, and yet, Truth ever makes good its way 
at last, and does not let itself be treated, as some 
Solks would fain do by the Bible, (and as he thus 
spoke, a slightly sarcastic smile played round 
the handsome mouth,) I mean, have it hermeti- 
cally sealed up.” ‘Thesun breaks through all 
clouds, sooner or later, and they who walk in his 
beams are the children of light.” 

Such were the sentiments expressed by Alex- 
ander I. of Russia, on the 20th of September, 
1818. With these views, plans, and wishes, he 
returned to Russia, and strove, alas! vainly 
strove, to realize his designs for the temporal and 
spiritual emancipation of his people. 

Disappointed and despairing, he, five years 
after, left St. Petersburg and betook himself to 
Taganrog, a city of some 17,000 inhabitants, 
(situated on the coast of the Sea of Azoph,) 
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whose quiet seclusion and beautiful scenery at- 
tracted and fettered the refined and pomp-weary 
Emperor. There, during one year, he and his 
amiable but reserved and naturally low-spirited 
consort, passed a short interval of calm enjoy- 
ment and rational occupation. 

From this quiet retreat Alexander ruled his 
immense empire, and brooded over those plans 
of Russian improvement which he still fondly 
hoped might yet be realized, either by himself 
or his successors; for it is believed that he de- 
signed to abdicate in favor of his brother, as soon 
as he should have put things in train. 

The Empress Elizabeth, accustomed from 
childhood to the romantic beauties of Carlsruhe, 
and the quiet retirement of Bruchsel, had never 
learned either to enjoy the noisy gaieties of St. 
Petersburg, or to well endure its rigorous cli- 
mate, with which her delicate constitution could 
ill cope; and it was with joyful alacrity that 
she even preceded the Emperor to secluded 
Taganrog, where she could cast off the trammels 
of court etiquette, and spend her time ina man- 
ner consonant to her truly religious spirit and 
gospel-enlightened conscience. 

The house inhabited by the Imperial family 
would have been considered small, perhaps even 
inconvenient, by a private country gentleman. 
It contained only eight rooms, of very moderate 
size, and extremely simple furniture; yet in 
these, more real happiness seems to have been 
enjoyed than during all the previous years of a 
heartless, politically disturbed, and intrigue- 
embroiled court life. The Imperial table was 
arranged on the simplest scale, and the number 
of attendants made as small as possible. Gov- 
ernment business occupied the Emperor’s morn- 
ing hours; the Empress, meanwhile, devoting 
hers to reading, writing, or needlework, sur- 
rounded by a small train of well-educated ladies, 
whom she loved and treated as friends and com- 
panions, while her well.disciplined mind knew 
nothing, even in that isolated position, of the 
lassitude resulting from ennui, and still less of 
the caprices often attendant on protracted sick- 
ness and nervous suffering. Their earliest morn- 
ing hours, their simple meals and placid eve- 
nings, were invariably spent by the Imperial 
pair conjointly, and reading—the Scriptures 
forming, morning and evening, a never omitted 
part—or wandering about the lovely environs of 
Taganrog, filled up the day. The beauties of 
nature had much attraction for both; and they 
were seen almost daily, when the weather per- 
mitted, strolling along arm in arm to one or 
other of the neighboring points de vue; at some 
of the most enjoyable of which they had caused 
rustic benches to be placed, where for successive 
hours they would sit and talk, or ponder over 
the past and the future. 

Accustomed to note this unostentatious sim- 
plicity of life, the country folks were soon so 
used to the spectacle of the Imperial family’s 
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quiet ways, that they ceased to elicit either re- 
mark or observation; and day after day passed 
over, as if Taganrog had always harbored, and 
should long retain, such beloved and honored 
guests. But God had ordered it otherwise. 
Notwithstanding a naturally powerful frame, 
and singular vitality of constitution, Alexander 
was prematurely old, and though he had thought 
to recover his shattered health by a simple diet, 
regular hours and exercise, (it may be too much 
of the latter, and of too , iolent a nature,) a cold, 
caught on one of his horseback excursions, was 
followed by a bilious fever, which carried him 
off on the 1st December, 1825, in his 49th year.* 

The news of this disastrous event filled the 
town, as well as the palace, with dismay; for 
Alexander was really beloved by the simple in- 
habitants as their “ father Emperor,” and they 
had hoped for a long continuance of his pres- 
ence amongthem. All the particulars of his short 
stay were of a nature to interest and be rehearsed 
to children’s children; and still the traveller in 
those regions will find, fresh and unadulterated, 
the records of Imperial benevolence. 

At the termination of Taganrog’s chief street 
there stands a moderately large one-story house, 
the outside walls painted yellow. In this house 
lived and died the Emperor Alexander. The 
room in which he breathed his last is now a 
chapel; the place where his bed stood is oc- 
cupied by an altar, before which is spread a car- 
pet bound with white. Beside the altar rises a 
silver pillar, on which is a tablet, inscribed 
“19th November, 1825,” (being the date ac- 
cording to old style,) as the day of the Emper- 
or’s death. Immediately above the inscription 
hangs a picture representing the death-scene. 

In one wing of this unpretending dwelling 
now lives as overseer a veteran of the guards; 
and up to 1840, when Bishop Eylert wrote, the 
same Cossacks who had done duty during the 
Emperor’s residence in Taganrog, and who had 
escorted the lifeless remains to St. Petersburg, 
still possessed the privilege of mounting guard 
on the house once honored, and to them hallowed 
by his residence. All the arrangements made 
by Alexander and Elizabeth as to the stone 
benches and tables placed at convenient 
resting-places, or commanding views of the sea, 
are guarded with the zealous care of affection, 
and prove that the general testimony borne to 
the social virtues and native amiability of the— 
in some respects—unfortunate Alexander have 
not been exaggerated. 

The present Emperor of Russia, as he bears 
his name, has also inherited very many of his 
virtues, and seems determined to realize many 


*The courtly Prussian prelate can scarcely be ex- 
pected to notice the report current, and by many 
firmly believed, that the symptoms termed bilious 
were in fact the effect of poison, to which the after 
death of the Grand Duke Constantine was also fear- 
lessly assigned. 
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of his plans of melioration. One mighty and 
long-despaired of improvement, the emancipa- 
tion of the serfs, has been accomplished, and 
though report speaks of a hostile and revenge- 
breathing noblesse, we may hope a kind Provi- 
dence will ward off alike the poisoned chalice 
and the assassin’s steel—most of all, the dan- 
gerous temptations of his exalted station. 


For Friends’ Revtew. 


THE REFUGEES OR FREED PEOPLE OF COLOR 
IN VIRGINIA. 


Enquiries having been made by several 
friends interested in the Freed people assembled 
at Fortress Monroe and its vicinity as to the po- 
sition occupied by those individuals who were 
asking aid on their behalf, a series of questions 
was addressed to L. C. Lockwood, referring to 
this point and other matters of interest connected 
with the colored people under his care. The fol- 
lowing extracts from his reply embody the chief 
points of information contained in the letter. 


Tyler House, near Hampton, Oct. 2d, 1862. 


I am afraid I shall find it difficult to convey 
to your Society the exact state of things, much 
less enlighten you as to how things are to be 
made what they should be ; but I will try. 

Understand, then, that the year-old contra- 
bands, refugees or freedmen, in, and in the vi- 
cinity of, this place are in good condition. And 
those who up to a month past have come in and 
become commingled with them share that good 
condition. 

The occasion for the present pressing appeal 
to your and other Northern charity is the deposit 
of a new camp of forlorn waifs by McClellan on 
his retreat from Harrison’s Landing. To this 
we have given the name of Camp McClellan. 
These people were first landed at Cany Island 
at the entrance of Norfolk Bay, and thence they 
were brought here in a heavy rain in which they 
were thoroughly drenched. From the effects of 
this exposure they have not yet recovered, es- 
pecially as all the protection they have had from 
inclemency without and dampness below, is con- 
demned tents and a few rags to “ begin house- 
keeping.” 

The adults number about 700; the children 
between three and four hundred. The deaths 
among them have been from to two to nine, or, 
on an average, seven and a half per day; but the 
number of deaths is diminishing. The adults 
are mostly women, a few men left here sick, 
about twenty of whom have sinc2 measurably re- 
covered, and a few old and disabled men. Unfor- 
tunately, the camp belongs to the army of the 
Potomac, from which it is far removed, the men 
being in government service in one place ; their 
wives and children in another. 

I have been waiting in anxious expectation 
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of a decision as to the permanent disposition to 
be made of these remains of the camp. It has 
been expected that they would be removed to 
Washington, but, there or here, they should have 
barracks built for them, as women and children 
cannot be comfortable in tents like these. 


The government provides the camp rations 
and probably fuel for winter. For all else, for 
clothing, for food for the sick, for shoes or 
stockings we must look to the North. You may 
well be astounded at the idea of supplying the 
want, and especially the added 12 or 1500 more 
men, womea and children in Norfolk, equally 
or more destitute ; the many more coming and 
to come. You with all co-laborers in benevo- 
lence will find it very exhaustive of funds to 
supply this want with new goods. 


The principal part of the clothing sent to us 
during the past year has been second-hand. 
Almost any ordinary article of apparel will be 
of use. We have received about three hundred 
barrels of such articles and of food in the course 
of the past year, from the North. 


Direct to L. C. Lockwood, care of C. B. Wil- 
der, Superintendent, Fortress Monroe, Va. 

You will send cheaper by a vessel bound di- 
rectly to Fortress Monroe. 

In sending by Adams’ Express or by ship, 
direct to the Fort, there is no difficulty. 

Neither myself nor any of the teachers owe 
subjection to any superintendent, but we strive 
as far as practicable to operate in harmony. An 
advantage we have here is the presence of C. B. 
Wilder, a wealthy and practical business man, 
who being here on a visit, was, at my recom- 
mendation, appointed superintendent of the con- 
trabands. Mr. Wilder has general charge of 
the contrabands, and special charge of those in 
Government employment. Yet he has hitherto 
labored without salary; other than payment of 
expenses. My charge extends from Hampton 
to all the regions round about. 


Had the funds of our Assoviation warranted 
it, we should long ere this had matrons to de- 
vote their entire time to visiting from house to 
house. We especially need the aid of women 
to teach this camp modes of work by which 
they could support themselves. I know you 
would find it a very interesting field of labor for 
your Society. Any co-laborers from you would 
be cordially welcomed. In reply to your ques- 
tion about Government pay; in the bustle of 
war the poor negro employee is liable to be for- 
gotten, and many, many have worked hard for 
Jong weary months without a cent of pay but 
rations. And if they do get pay it is barely 
enough to keep them in clothes; none is left for 
wife and child. But God who feeds the ravens 
will see that his poor are fed, and He whoclothes 
the lilies will see that His poor are clad. 

With grateful regard yours, 

L. C. Lockwoop, 
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THE AGE OF THE EARTH. 


From Agassiz’s article on ‘‘ Methods of Study 
in Natural History.” 

Among the astounding discoveries of modern 
science is that of the immense periods which: 
have passed in the gradual formation of our 
earth. So vast were the cycles of time preced- 
ing even the appearance of man on the surface 
of our globe, that our own period seems as 
yesterday when compared with the epochs that 
have gone before it. Had we only the evidence 
of the deposits of rocks heaped above each other 
in regular strata by the slow accumulation of 
materials, they alone would convince us of the 
long and slow maturing of God’s work on the 
earth, but when we add to these the successive 
populations of whose life this world has been 
the theatre, and whose remains are hidden in 
the rocks into which the mud or sand or soil of 
whatever kind on which they lived has hardened 
in the course of time—or the enormous chains 
of mountains whose upheaval divided these 
periods of quiet accumulation by great convul- 
sions—or the changes of a different nature in 
the configuration of our globe, as the sinking of 
lands beneath the ocean, or the gradual rising of 
continents and islands above it—or the wearing 
of great river beds, or the filling of extensive 
water basins, till marshes first and then dry land 
succeeded to inland seas—or the slow growth of 
coral reefs, those wonderful sea-walls raised by 
the little ocean architects whose own bodies 
furnish both the building stones and the cement 
that binds together, and who have worked so 
busily during the long centuries, that there are 
extensive countries, mountain chains, islands 
and long lines of coast consisting solely of their 
remains—or the countless forests that must have 
grown up, flourished, died and decayed, to fill 
the storehouses of coal that feed the fires of the 
human race to-day—if we consider all the 
records of the past, the intellect fails to grasp a 
chronology for which our experience furnishes 
no data, and the time that lies behind us seems 
as much.an eternity to our conception as the 
future that stretches indefinitely before us. 


———_—-~<ee 


When alone we have our thoughts to watch ; 
in our families our tempers; and in society our 
tongues. 


Read not books alone, but men; and above 
all, read thyself. 


eee 


“For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God, &c.”—2 Oor. x. 4. 


Christian warriors, faint and weary, 
Sore withmarching, doubt oppressed, 
Is the way before you dreary? 
Do your spirits sigh for rest? 
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Know ye then that tribulation, 
Toil and sorrow, wasting pain, 
Worketh you a great salvation,— 
Bringeth you immortal gain. 


Gird ye then your Christian armor; 
Put ye on the shield of faith: 
Fear ye then no idle rumor; 
I will lead you, Jesus saith. 


I will guide you in your marching, 
I will guard you while ye rest: 

And when wounded, worn and weary, 
Ye shall lean upon my breast. 


Fight then bravely in my army, 
For your wages are secure ; 

And immortal glory waiteth, 
Crown of life, as crystal pure. 


Know ye not that he that striveth, 
Seeking still an earthly prize, 

But an empty shadow gaineth ? 
With the Lord your treasure lies. 


And its all-unfading lustre, 
While eternal cycles roll, 

Still shall glorify your Master, 
Still shall beautify your soul. 


——_—_—-—~<en—-—____—_ 


The following lines, clipped some months ago 
from an old newspaper, seem particularly applica- 
ble at this time, and I forward them for insertion 
in the Review. E. L. K. 


WAIT. 


Christian, wait—the nations tremble— 
Shaken to their utmost bound ; 

Men their terror ill dissemble, 
Dread and panic spread around. 

There’s no prophet now to call us— 
To behold in vision true, 

What events will soon befall us— 
Wait, and see what God will do. 


Christian, wait—the muttering thunder, 
Gathering on the sky afar, 
Need not bring dismay or wonder, 
Doubt, or fright, or pallid fear. 
Stay thy soul on His protection, 
He will guide thee safely through ; 
Banish every sad dejection— 
Wait, and see what God will do. 


Christian, wait—Jehovah reigneth 
On his throne of mercy still; 
And the wrath of man restraineth 
When it worketh not His will. 

Be assured the future story 
Of the days now dark to you, 
Will record his work of glory— 
Wait, and see what God will do. 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 


Forgian Inteuuicence.—Advices from Liverpool 
are to the 2d inst. 

Enetanp.—The news of the battle of Antietam 
attracted great attention. Some ofthe journals were 
rather dubious in their remarks, while others accord- 
ed great credit to Gen. McClellan for the military 
skill displayed in its management. 

The special correspondent of the Times, who has 
been visiting the districts of Lancashire where dis- 
tress most prevails, states that mills continue to be 
stopped, as the stocks of cotton purchased before the 
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rise and panic are exhausted, and that the number 
of hands earning wages enough to support them 
diminishes rapidly. At the end of the first week of 
last month, over 134,000 persons were receiving re- 
lief in twenty-four Unions; a number considerably 
increased afterwards. The whole number depend- 
ent on either parish aid or the relief committees, is 
estimated at nearly 200,000. In one or two towns an 
attempt was about to be made to collect the men in 
large, well-warmed rooms or empty mills, to teach 
them to read and write, varied by occasional lec- 
tures, readings, &c., by way of employing their minds, 
and preventing their congregating in the streets, or 
in public houses. Some of the women and girls are 
provided for in sewing schools. As an instance, in 
Manchester, and some of its suburbs, 1700 are ac- 
commodated in nine large school rooms belonging to 
different religious denominations, free of rent, for 
seven hours a day; the wages being 8d [16 cts.] a 
day. 

Ata meeting of the Scinde Railway Company, in 
London, it was stated that the cotton crop of that 
province would exceed 50,000 bales, and the next 
year’s growth is expected to be three times that 
quantity. The discoverer of the “ grass-wrack” as 
a substitute for cotton, had written a letter to the 
Times, stating where it is to be found in great abun- 
dance, on the English coast. Practical men at Man- 
chester consider the large quantity of vegetable 
matter which must be got rid of beforethe fibres can 
be disengaged, as a serious obstacle ; and as a ton 
of the plant yields but a few pounds of fibre, they 
doubt the sufficiency of the supply. 

Meetings had been held in various parts of the 
country for the purpose of expressing sympathy with 
Garibaldi, and urging the English government to 
exert its influence with France in favor of the liber- 
ation of Rome. 


IngLanD.—Serious riots had occurred at Belfast, 
arising from animosity between the Protestants and 


Roman Catholics. A police and military force of 


2000 men had only partially succeeded in quelling 
them. 


France.—The Moniteur publishes a letter from the 
Emperor to the Minister of Foreign Affairs, written 
in the 5th month last, and the consequent correspon- 
dence between the latter and the French Ambassa- 
dor at Rome, to show the efforts which have been 
made to reconcile the Papal government and Italy. 
The Emperor’s letter proposes a combination, which, 
while maintaining the Pope as master in his own 
domain, should remove all barriers now separating 
his States from the rest of Italy; which he thinks 
might be attained, if Italy would engage with France 
to recognize the privileges of the Papal States, and 
the Pope would sanction the privileges of the mu- 
nicipalities and the provinces, so that they might 
govern themselves. This project was communicated 
by the French Ambassador to Cardinal Antonelli, 
and was, after several interviews, rejected by him. 


ltaty.—The marriage, by proxy, of the King of 
Portugal to the daughter of the King of Italy, was 
celebrated at Turin, on the 28th ult. 

Garibaldi is stated to be recovering from his 
wounds, but will probably be disabled for some 
months. Nothingis made public as to the intentions 
of the Government respecting him. 


Bercium.—An address to President Lincoln, in 
favor of a truce, preliminary to negotiations for 
peace, has been signed at Brussels, by eminent men 
from most of the countries of Europe, assembled at 
the Social Science Convention. 


Russia.—The 1000th anniversary of the founda- 
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tion of the Russian Empire, was celebrated at Novo- 
gorod during last month. 


Attantic Ocgran.—A rebel steamer, commanded 
by Capt. Semmes, formerly of the Sumpter, has been 
reported off the Azores, having taken and burnt 
four American whalers. The U.S. steamer St. Louis 
has left Lisbon in search of it. 


Domxstic.—During the quarter ending with the 
30th ult., the Post Office Department issued to Post- 
masters 103,903,425 postage stamps, representing 
the aggregate amount of $3,116,074. A large pro- 
portion is, doubtless, still in the hands of postmas- 
ters, unsold ; though a great number have been in 
circulation as currency. The National Bank Note 
Company have recently been delivering the new cur- 
rency stamps at the rate of more than $47,000 daily ; 
yet the demand by the public, owing to the scarcity 
of coin in circulation, has greatly exceeded the sup- 
ply. The total amount delivered by the Company, 
up to the 9th inst., was $1,155,000. 

Intelligence is said to-have been received in official 
circles at Washington, that the Sioux Indians in 
Minnesota had ceased their hostilities, and were sur- 
rendering, and that the military authorities were 
severely punishing the most prominent of the guilty 
parties. Their entire number of warriors is report- 
ed not to exceed 1100. A St. Paul paper of the 29th 
ult., states that persons had arrived there from Fort 
Abercrombie, Dacotah Territory, and announced 
that reinforcements had reached tke fort, which had 
been surrounded by a large body of Indians. 

The yellow fever is prevailing at Wilmington, N.C. 
During the week ending with the 3d inst., 267 new 
cases and 82 deaths were reported. 


Military Affairs —Gen. McClellan, on the 7th inst., 
issued a general order to the army of the Potomac, 
calling their attention to the President’s emancipa- 
tion proclamation, as published to the army ina gen- 
eral order of the 29th ult., from the War Depart- 
ment, and taking the opportunity to define to those 
under his command, the relation borne by all in the 
military service to the civil authorities. He observes, 
in substance, that armed forces are raised only to 
sustain the civil authorities, and must be strictly 
subordinate thereto; that the President is the only 
proper medium for making known to the army the 
orders of the government; and that discussion, by 
officers and soldiers, of public measures when deter- 
mined on and declared, if carried beyond a temper- 
ate and respectful expression of opinion, is injurious, 
as tending to substitute the spirit of faction for that 
steady support of the authority of the government, 
which is their duty; the sole remedy for political 
errors being the action of the people at the polls. 

The first accounts of the battle of Corinth, from 
which the statement given last week, was prepared, 
prove to have been incorrect in some particulars. 
The first general engagement commenced on the 3d, 
several skirmishes having previously occurred. The 
U. 8. troops were gradually*forced back within their 
fortifications, when night suspended the battle. The 
rebels resumed the attack early ine next morning, 
and, as stated last week, at one time reached the 
heart of the town, but were driven back. They also 
made a desperate assault on a battery commanding 
the place, and gained temporary possession, but were 
repulsed with great slaughter, and about noon began 
to retreat. The forces under Gen. Hurlbut, who met 
them on the Hatchie river, had arrived from Bolivar, 
Tenn. The engagement there, so far as appears, re- 
sulted in a victory for the U.S. troops. Gen. Rose- 
erans continued the pursuit until recalled by Gen. 
Grant, on the 9th, and reported the rebels complete- 
ly dispersed. About 2000 prisoners are said to have 
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been taken, besides the wounded, and some of their 
ammunition and baggage trains. Gen. Oglesby, 
though dangerously wounded, was still living at the 
last accounts. 


In Kentucky, Gen. Buell’s army has moved south- 
ward from Louisville to meet that of Gen. Bragg, 
who was believed te be endeavoring to effect a junc- 
tion with the forees of Gen. Kirby Smith, now occu- 
pying eastern Kentucky. Much ‘skirmishing took 
place with Bragg’s cavalry, but his main body re- 
treated as Buell advanced, through Bardstown and 
Springfield, towards Danville. On the 8th a severe 
engagement occurred at Perryville, a few miles west 
of Danville, in which, Buell’s official dispatch states, 
the rebels were everywhere repulsed, but not with- 
out some temporary advantage. Their main body 
afterwards fell back northward towards Harrodsburg. 
There are several vague reports of a subsequent 
battle in the same vicinity ; but no definite account 
had been received when this summary was prepared. 
Lexington is said to have been evacuated by the 
rebels on the 7th. A number of skirmishes, without 
decisive results, have occurred in different parts of 
the State. Morgan’s rebel cavalry re-occupied 
Frankfort on the 8th, but were again driven out on 
the 9th. 

In western Virginia two companies of U. S. troops 
were recently made prisoners on the line of the Bal- 
timore and Ohio railroad, east of Cumberland, and 
acamp of rebel guerillas was capturetl with their 
wagons, supplies, &c. Near the Potomac no import- 
ant movement appears to have been made by the 
U. S. fogees. On the 10th inst.,a detachment of 
rebel cavatry, estimated at 3000, under Gen. Stuart, 
crossed the Potomac at Hancock, above Gen. Mc- 
Clellan’s lines, and made a.rapid advance into Penn- 
sylvania, passing through Mercersburg to Chambers- 
burg. They demanded a surrender of the latte? 
place, which was complied with, as there was no 
force there capable of effective resistance. They 
burned part of the buildings belonging to the Cum- 
berland Valley Railroad, and some warehouses con- 
taining military stores belonging to the State, and 
took such articles of clothing, &c., as they desired. 
They also seized a iarge number of horses as they 
passed through the country; but offered no violence 
to persons. They then moved towards Frederick, 
Md., apparently with the purpose of destroying the 
government stores there; but finding that a strong 
force had been sent thither, they returned towards 
the Potomac, and the greater part, it is believed, suc- 
ceeded in re-crossiog on the 12th, though pursued 
by a body of U. 8. cavalry, and repulsed by artil- 
lery at Nolan’s Ferry. They are said to have marched 
90 miles in 24 hours, and their pursuers accomplish- 
ed 78 miles in the same time. 


Southern Items.—The Richmond Examiner of the 
6th inst., contains the military exemption act passed 
by the rebel Congress on the 4thj which exempts 
police for sections of country containing a dense 
negro population, editors, and such assistants as they 
require in their business, employés of transportation 
and telegraph companies; ministers of the gospel, 
physicians, shoemakers, farmers, blacksmiths, wagon 
makers, and millers ; superintendents and employés 
in hospitals, wool, cotton, and paper mills ; employés 
on government work ; overseers of plantations, and 
one man to every 500 head of cattle. The former 
exemption act is repealed. A bill was before the 
Congress providing that every citizen give to the 
government one-fifth of his gross income, receiving 
in acknowledgment, eight per cent. bonds. The 
Examiner denounces this project, as calculated to 
strike a heavier blow at the public credit than an 
enemy could do. 





